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The collection bottle contains a white powder, sodium thiosulfate, which neutralizes up to 15 mg/L of free chlorine; it has no effect on the 
water sample other than to dechlorinate the sample.  DO NOT EMPTY THIS POWDER FROM THE BOTTLE. 

➢ The time between sample collection and the start of analysis at the laboratory must not exceed 30 hours. 

Choosing a Sample Collection Site 

Assess water that contacts commodities destined for human consumption or is directly consumed by humans. 

➢ Collect the sample from a representative tap that supplies such water, regardless of its condition; do not remove aerators, hoses, 
etc. If samples yield positive results, these items may need to be cleaned or replaced, and the site resampled.  

COLLECTION PROCEDURE 

1. The collection bottle is sterile; do not open until sample collection. Wash your hands, and you may choose to wear gloves. 

2. Remove the seal from the bottle and discard it. Carefully remove the lid without touching any part of the bottle or lid.   

DO NOT RINSE THE BOTTLE BEFORE COLLECTING THE SAMPLE. 

3. Fill the bottle using a ¼ inch diameter sized stream of cold water so that the meniscus is just above the 100 mL fill line.  

DO NOT FILL THE COLLECTION BOTTLE FULL; overfilling may result in sample rejection by the laboratory.  

4. Carefully replace the lid to reduce the potential for contamination; secure the lid tightly. 

5. Complete the Drinking Water Sample Submission Form or Chain of Custody equivalent found at the QR code below. 

SAMPLES FROM ICE MACHINES 

✔ If you need to analyze ice samples from an ice machine, contact MBL to receive a large bag containing sodium thiosulfate 
preservative. Submit the full bag of ice to us and we will analyze it after allowing the ice to return to liquid form. 

 

PACKING & TRANSIT 

 

⮚ The sample should be held at <10C during transit to the laboratory.   

⮚ DO NOT FREEZE THE SAMPLE; do not use dry ice. 

⮚ Ship next day, avoid Saturdays and weekends. If you must send for Saturday delivery: 

● Select Saturday delivery with priority service from the carrier. 

● Contact us to alert us of the expected delivery, including the tracking number. 

 

SUBMISSION FORM 

 

 


